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SUBJECT: COMMENTS BY PLA DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF WU HSIU-CHUAN 

1 . THE NEWLY ARRIVED WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR, ERWIN 
WICKERT, TOLD USLO ACTING CHIEF SEPTEMBER 28 THAT HE HAD 
RECENTLY CALLED ON DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE PLA WU 
HSIU-CHUAN. HE DESCRIBED WU AS A STRAIGHTFORWARD. INTELLIGENT 
PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHLY COMPETENT MILITARY MAN, WHO HAD 
CONVERSED WITHOUT ANY IDEOLOGICAL OVERTONUN. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO WICKERT'S QUESTION, WU SAID THAT THERE 
WAS NO CURRENT CHIEF OF STAFF IN THE PLA. TENG HSIAO- 
PING HAD BEEN RELIEVED OF ALL HIS POSTS AND IN TENG'S PLACE 
A COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP WAS FUNCTIONING. (THIS WAS THE 
ONLY MENTION THAT WU MADE OF TENG.) WU WAS ASKED ABOUT THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE MILITARY COMMISSION AND WU REPLIED 

THAT WITH THE DEATH OF MAO THE MILITARY COMMISSION ALSO 
HAD A GROUP LEADERSHIP. 
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3. THERE WAS NO MENTION OF PEOPLE S WAR IN THE CON- 
VERSATION AND ONLY PASSING REFERENCE TO THE MILITIA. 

4. WU DWELT ON THE FAMILIAR ANTI-SOVIET THEME AND 
REFERRED TO THE ONE MILLION SOVIET TROOPS STATIONED 
ALONG THE BORDER. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, HE SAID 
THAT SINCE 1969 THERE HAD BEEN NO SERIOUS BORDER 
INCIDENT LIKE THE ONES IN THAT YEAR. HE SAID THERE 

HAD BEEN OCCASIONAL OVERFLIGHTS BY SOVIET AIRCRAFTS. WU, 
COIN FEELING WITH THE USUALL LINE, DID NOT IMPLY THAT HE 
THOUGHT THERE WAS ANY IMMINENT THREAT OF A SOVIET ATTACK 
ON CHINA. 

DEAN 
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